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1. Background

Due to the current war in Ukraine, a large-scale movement of population has started towards 
neighboring countries including Romania, Poland, Hungary and Moldova.

Children and their families require access to basic food, hygiene and medical care as 
well as systematic protection services including to address gender-based violence, 
violence against children, separation from family and to access psychosocial care.

UNICEF and partners aim to establish the ‘Blue Dot’ child and family friendly 
spaces to provide critical support to children and families on the move.  These 
spaces are established along anticipated routes of major migration flows - 
often done in conjunction with local municipalities and partners in strategic 
areas. The Blue Dot hubs provide a minimum package of services, including 
key information to traveling families, safe spaces for mothers and children, 
identification and referral of children at risk to appropriate services, family 
reunification services, legal counseling and psychosocial support. They are 
‘an umbrella’ under which all service providers are welcomed to operate, 
provided the services are up to protection standards.

2. The Blue Dot Refugee Center in Albita/Husi

Right after the start of the war in Ukraine, the Inspectorate of Emergency 
Situations of the Vaslui County, county council authorities, civil society, 
local non-governmental and faith-based organizations set up a refugee 
transit camp outside of Husi city. At the end of March, UNICEF enhanced 
the much-needed support to the large numbers of Ukrainian families crossing 
border in evacuation buses through Moldova into Romania. What makes this 
border crossing special is the profile of refugees, mostly coming from severely 
affected South-Eastern regions of Ukraine, who travel in a bus for a long time.
At Albita border crossing the bus with refugees stays for 30-40 minutes and 

Ukraine

Bulgaria

Albita-Husi

M
oldova

Romania



2

 

Good Management Practices in Albita/Husi Blue Dot

during this time border police checks passports and children’s birth certificates. The volunteers of 
the General Direction for Social Assistance and Child Protection (DGASPC) seize the moment to 
enter the bus, greet refugees into the European Union (EU) territory, and explain their rights, as well 
as register families and children using paper-based registration forms. DGASPC staff explain to the 
refugees that their next stop will be at the Blue Dot at Husi refugee camp. The Blue Dot in Husi is a 
transit camp, which allows the refugees to rest, replenish the supplies needed for further journey, 
and provide assistance to the most vulnerable persons. 
UNICEF has provided two containers and equipment to support the child protection work of DGASPC 
at Albita border crossing and two containers at Husi transit camp. The modern and comfortable 
containers house mother and child safe spaces where children can play and relax.
 

3.  Blue Dot Partners 

Inspectorate for Emergency Situations (ISU) – the county branch of the national governmental 
authority (IGSU), responsible for responding to risks and managing interventions during emergencies, 
ensuring fire safety and civil protection, as well as coordinating the work of related governmental 
and non-governmental units. The inspectorate general for emergency situations operates under the 
coordination of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

General Direction for Social Assistance and Child Protection (DGASPC)  - is a county-level 
government entity, part of the child protection system in Romania. At the Blue Dot it is responsible 
for identification, rapid assessment and referral of children at risk to appropriate services.

The Star of Hope Foundation – is a Romanian non-governmental child-protection organization, 
which promotes inclusive education and community-based rehabilitation for children with disabilities. 

The Romanian National Council for Refugees (CNRR)  - is a Romanian non-governmental 
organization founded in 1998.  CNRR’s mission is to promote and defend through all legal means 
human rights, with particular focus on and the rights of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. 
CNRR is a local partner of UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) in Romania. 
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4. Location and Flow of Services 

The Blue Dot transit centre is located approximately 20-minute drive from the Albita border crossing 
with Moldova. This is the first proper stop in Romania for refugees traveling by bus after passing 
passport control at Albita customs. On average, refugees stay 30-40 minutes at the transit centre. 
However, when the flow of refugees increases, the transit time reduces to an average 20 minutes. 
Usually, the buses start arriving from 4 pm and until 1 am.

The flow of services:
• At Albita border crossing, DGASPC volunteers register mothers, caregivers and children, who 

are traveling by bus in order to identify children at risk and any vulnerable persons. This is the 
first encounter with refugees within the EU, so it is important to explain the rights that they 
have and answer any urgent questions. 

•  When the bus with refugees arrives from Albita border, the families are greeted and 
welcomed by ISU together with a translator.

• The translator explains the procedure: a) refugees need to board another bus with another 
driver in order to continue their journey; b) depending on the needs, some refugees may be 
advised to remain in Vaslui or to be taken to Iasi, which is a bigger city.

• The refugees move their belongings to another bus, assisted by firefighters and ISU staff and 
volunteers. 

• Families are then invited to have hot meals and refreshments inside the tent managed by 
local volunteers.

• Mothers and small children are encouraged to visit the Mother and Child spaces where they 
can rest, play and decompress from the long journey. 

• On a case-by-case basis, DGASPC specialists refer families and children to social workers, 
medical or psychosocial services available on site or located in Vaslui or Iasi cities. 

Husi Transit Camp
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5.  Description of Services at the Blue Dot

Since the newly arrived refugees stay in Husi transit centre only for a short time, there are only a few 
organizations that provide the core services. However, the sustainability of these services needs to 
be ensured as the flow of refugees from the South and East of Ukraine continues to increase due 
to intensified attacks in those regions.

The services include:

• First aid and medical assistance is provided by the Romanian Red Cross;

• Food is arranged by World Central Kitchen;

• Information and legal support are provided by CNRR; 

• Psychosocial support is taken care of by Star of Hope;

• Toilet for disabled persons and hygiene kits are supplied by UNICEF;

• Mother and child safe spaces are maintained by UNICEF and its partner DGASPC.

• Transportation is arranged by ISU;

• Accommodation options are provided by ISU at the transit center: 

o 14 tents, 14 containers, and 10 bigger containers for families for sleeping and resting.

• Accommodation in Husi, nearby villages and towns is coordinated by Filantropia Orthodox 
Husi association.

• Given the transit nature of the hub, the educational materials or counselling are not being 
provided. 

6.  Good Management Practices at Brasov Blue Dot

 DGASPC partners and local NGO 
volunteers are working in shifts. 
Among them there are Ukrainian/
Russian speakers who help with 
translation, which is essential, and they 
are present at the site all the time. 

 

  Registration of refugees at the Albita 
border is done in a professional 
and appropr ia te  manner :  there 
is a translator who explains the 
importance of registration and helps 
to answer questions of refugees.

Volunteer management: Mother and Child Space:

  The Mother and Child Spaces 
are visible and accessible. 

 The two containers are 
professionally managed, kept 
clean and with comfortable 
temperatures for children and 
parents. 

 The quantity of toys and 
recreational materials is 
sufficient. 

  There are supplies available 
for babies and toddlers. 
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